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Mr. Kern is the NII Net Centric Systems Engineer leading the integration of transformational programs for OSD/NII.  He is responsible for end-to-end system engineering for the Global Information Grid (GIG).   As the Senior System Engineer for net centric initiatives, Mr. Kern will:

· Establish and manage the end-to-end systems engineering function across GIG programs,

· Evaluate program satisfaction of established net centric criteria, and

· Support the Services and Agencies as they develop and deploy GIG initiatives.

Prior to joining NII, Mr. Kern held business development leadership positions for the next generation military communication systems at Boeing Space Systems and Lockheed Martin.  From 1994 – 2004, he led the initial development of DoD, International SATCOM programs, and integrated telecommunications architecture analysis for both military and commercial SATCOM, end-to-end Network Operations and related classified new business initiatives.  He was responsible for strategy, technology investments and direct support to senior DoD leadership.  During this period, Mr. Kern established and led a data collection and traffic model development initiative in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  This data and analysis formed the basis for initial net centric decisions on the nature and size of the Transformational Satellite communications program.  

After serving twenty five years in the USAF, Mr. Kern retired as a Colonel in 1994.  In that capacity, he served as:

· Program manager for solid rocket motor programs in the Minuteman System Program Office, 

· Lead systems engineer in space operations in the NORAD, Cheyenne Mountain Complex,

· Program director; director of operations / engineering at a major ground station; and on the staff of the National Reconnaissance Office; and

· Director of the Milsatcom Systems Office at the Defense Information Systems Agency.

Mr. Kern earned a B.S. in Aerospace Engineering from the University of Michigan in 1969 and a Master of Business Administration in Engineering Management from the University of Colorado in 1976.  He attended Air Command & Staff College at Maxwell AFB and the Industrial College of the Armed Forces at the National Defense University.







